
The Chinese Experience in 19th Century America

 QUESTIONS

1. How do you think white Americans 
reacted to these illustrations when they 
were pub lished?  What fears do these 
illustrations play upon?

2. Do you think Americans still ex press 
a fear of particular groups gain ing “too 
much” infl uence in politics? Explain 
your answer.

Il lus tra tions from P. W. Dooner, Last Days of 
the Re pub lic. San Fran cisco, 1880.THE GOVERNOR OF CALIFORNIA.
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“He was eminently stupid in great things, and so quick 
and keen in small; so devoted to toil, and so averse 
to sen ti ment; so obe di ent, so cun ning, so ignorant, so 
will ing, so un as sum ing, and so servile, that the South ern 
land-own ers once more imagine them selves the masters 
of a race of slaves, - but this time of will ing slaves, - and 
a pros pect of per ma nence to the in sti tu tion.  They had 
not learned to interpret the rest less, anx ious, observing 
glanc es; the in ter mi na ble en deav or; the av a rice, and 
the bland, sig nifi   cant cour te sy, so com mon to the whole 
Mon go lian race.” 

P.W. Dooner, The Last Days of the Republic, (p. 131).


